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	Good and Geeky way to write


It always baffles me why it is, when people are on about writing these days, they often are thinking about using pen and paper, or even worse using a pencil. It’s not the most efficient way to get the words out of your head and onto the page. In fact working that way is downright slow and old-fashioned. I’m still in that baffled state of mind when I see pictures showing writing and writers and they have the image of people sitting in front of a typewriter.
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So if the picture is to advertise something to do with writing, you’ll see a romanticised, dreamy, stylised view of people with pens or with old-fashioned typewriters. It’s all there in the marketing hype and the connection to the old-fashioned ways of doing things. Nostalgia rules! More and more we’ll see images which include computers and people typing on keyboards in the advertising realm of ours. I’m firmly of the opinion that these days, even that is a little bit old-fashioned. It’s certainly going to be a long time before we can just think and our thoughts will appear on the page. Mind you, that would be downright dangerous if there wasn’t any security involved in the process. Do we want people to know exactly what out thoughts are? It wouldn’t be very good if as you walk along the road and were thinking about things, people were doing a drive-by download of your thoughts. Despite everything, it is true to say there is a new more modern way to write. I do it just about every day of the week. It is the fastest way to get the thoughts and ideas out of my head and into a document. I write by talking to my computer. I use speech to text software which is remarkably accurate at the same time as allowing me to write three to four times faster than pecking away at the keys on a keyboard. This is the way forward and it is available now on our mobile devices as well as to use on our desktop computers.


An overview of speech to text software


For the last couple of years we have had available on our Macs, built-in software which will take our speech and turn it into text. It’s very simple to get started. All you have to do is to set it up initially in the system preferences. Then two taps on the function key for the computer to start listening to you. It’s using the same Siri dictation engine as you find on the mobile phones and on your iPad. It’s fairly accurate and once you get used to it you can write quite fast indeed. It’s possible you’ll achieve an accuracy rate of around 95 percent.
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What this means in practice is that you will need to edit your converted text and find where mistakes have been created by the software. You will find there will be a word or two here and there that needs to be changed. The software can sometimes get completely confused and insert a word which has nothing to do with what it was you wanted to say. There will be other words such as homonyms which means that they sound the same as other words. So you will have said there when you really meant their. There may also be one or two places where perhaps you were not very clear in how you said the word and it wasn’t interpreted quite right. This could be as simple as a word that was supposed to be plural, but came in as a singular version of the word.


Dictation built into all Macs
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When you are using this basic Siri dictation, whether it’s on the Mac using the built-in dictation software or if it’s on the iOS device you will be dictating one or two sentences at a time. Depending on whether you are in the flow with regards your creativity of creating the words from your ideas you may want to either ignore any mistakes you see as they are made, or correct them as you go. I find if the sentence more or less makes sense it’s best to work out later what it was you meant. Catch more of the problems by doing the editing later. Edit the work in one foul swoop when you’re finished saying all of what it was you wanted to say. Whether you are writing using a keyboard for whether you are writing using dictation software you will certainly have to do some editing properly before you publish. So you don’t need to think the editing stage of dictation is time-consuming and something to slow you down. You can balance the fact the software will usually spell things more correctly than you will with a keyboard-based workflow. You will have fewer typos to have to fix and that will make the complete editing process much faster overall.


Fixing small problems


When I am using Siri dictation on the iPhone, the way it works out is I find one or two words that are incorrect. It’s as simple as pie to select the word and with just a couple of taps on the keyboard put in the correct words. It is more productive than to try again dictating the word and expecting it to come out right the next time. 
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One of the things you can do both on the Mac and also on your iOS device is to have the computer read back your text. When you do this on the Mac you just have to set it up in the system preferences for speech and text. You will see there is a keyboard shortcut of Option-Escape. Use this keyboard shortcut and the voice you have chosen will start speaking whatever you have selected. I use the British English voice called Kate and sometimes the voice that goes by the name of Daniel. You can also set the speed of playback of the voice. When I’m in editing mode I will usually read out aloud to myself, but getting the computer to read to you is another good option. It is also possible to do a similar thing on your iOS device. Once again you do have to set it up beforehand in the system preferences. It’s best to choose one of the enhanced voices as they sound more natural and less computer like. By listening to the words being spoken, either by yourself or by your computer voice, you’ll find any mistakes still in the text so you can correct them.
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Dictating in iOS with Siri


To get started with Siri dictation on iOS on your iPhone or iPad you need to be using the standard Apple keyboard. To the left of the spacebar you’ll see a key which has a picture of a microphone on it. Tap once on this key and you’ll get between one and two minutes of dictation time. You’ll be able to speak two or three sentences, maybe even four before it stops and you have to go again. It’s a good moment to have a quick look at the speech to text results. It’s only a small amount of text and it’s easy to quickly change one or two words here or there if you need to, for it makes sense. If it is more or less correct you can also just ignore it and go with the next dictation session. Using this method you’ll quickly be able to crank out hundreds of words. Within 10 or 15 minutes you can easily have five or 600 words in your document. The microphone on the device, whether you are using the iPhone or the iPad is of a high quality and providing you are close enough to it you will get good word recognition. If you’re going to be moving around from place to place so you can walk and talk at the same time, consider using an external microphone. The microphone included on the headset of the iPhone which comes as standard when you buy it, will give you good quality speech to text conversion. By having the earpiece plugged into your ear the microphone is going to be in just the right place for your speaking. It was after all designed that way so you would have good communications when speaking on the phone using the earbuds and the microphone. Another possibility you might want to consider is to use a clip-on microphone. (lavalier mic) The beauty of this is the microphone is held in just the right place in terms of distance from your vocals to ensure good quality recording. I use a microphone made by Giant Squid and it only cost about $40. I did have to buy a converter to allow me to plug into the 3.5 mm socket on the phone. There are other external microphones you can buy and some of them will plug into the lightning connector.
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Dictating in iOS using an application
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There is an application made by Nuance Communications called Dragon Dictation. It works in a similar way to Siri dictation. The difference is that you press a button on the screen to start the dictation and you don’t see any feedback until you have finished dictating. Ever since iOS 8 or 9 the Siri dictation throws the words onto the screen as you’re dictating. With this DragonDictate app it seems you can dictate for quite a long time. More than the two or three sentences you get from Siri. When the Dragon Dictation application has finished putting the text on the screen you can easily select single words and you’re just given the option to delete. When you’ve deleted the word you can bring up the keyboard on the screen and insert the correct word to replace the one you’ve just deleted. I suspect this application is going to be more accurate than Siri dictation even though it’s not so different. Which one you prefer to use is going to depend upon how you like to work. The advantage of using the inbuilt Siri dictation is the fact it is always there accessible by a key on your standard keyboard. It is nice to see the words arriving on screen as you are dictating. Even if you are limited to the amount of time you can dictate for. The other advantage is that you can dictate into whichever application you want to work on. You might be working in Ulysses on your iPad or perhaps Byword on either the iPad or iPhone. If you go down the route of using Dragon Dictation on iOS then you’ll need to copy the text you dictated and paste it wherever you really wanted it to be. The Siri dictation is the one I use most often. Seems I have some sort of preference there.
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Record into Audio recording apps


There is the other option of recording the audio into a general audio recorder software such as Twisted Wave, Just Record or one of the many other voice recorders available. The other option would be to use the Dragon Recorder application. Mostly the difference between these applications is going to be how you’re going to transfer the file created from the iOS device to where you’re going to have the voice transcribed. You will need to have the full DragonDictate software on your computer. I use DragonDictate for Mac 5. The method for moving the file using the Dragon audio recording software for iOS is by using the method of linking up to a web browser on your desktop computer. It’s easy to do even if it is not particularly elegant. It’s for this reason I prefer to use one of the other audio recording softwares.
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With Twisted Wave I get the option to set the input gain manually so it’s best suited for the microphone being used. This way I can be sure I’m not recording at too high a level and having clipping destroy the recorded audio. At the same time you don’t want to have the volume of the recorded audio too low. It’s because of these things I generally tend to use Twisted Wave. There are occasions I might use Just Record. My reason to change to this would be it is quicker to get into the recording mode. It is a much simpler application and all you get is just one button to press when you want to start a recording. The quality of the recording seems to be good enough despite the simplicity of the application. Either of these two applications allow me to share the completed audio file to a application so I can transfer it to my Mac. My preferred method is to use an application called Bit Torrent Sync. The good thing about this application is that I don’t need to connect my iPhone or iPad to the Mac with cables in order to move the file. It’s not necessary for the file to go out across the Internet and then come back in again either. I have the sister application of BT Sync available on the Mac and the file is transferred directly from the iPhone to my Mac. It is very fast to transfer files this way, I also use it with pictures. As soon as I have the file in the folder on my Mac I can change the mode in DragonDictate from dictation mode to transcription mode. I just drag and drop the file onto the DragonDictate for Mac application. The transcription starts working straight away and works faster than real-time. So if I have an audio file which is 15 minutes long, it might only take 10 minutes for the DragonDictate to convert the speech into text. It must be able to do some magic in ignoring areas of the recording where there is no voice to transcribe.
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Listen to the Audio and read the transcript


When the transcription has been completed by DragonDictate on the Mac the results pop up in a Textedit window. You could simply read through it and edit it in the same way as you would edit any other dictated or typed in words. Another possibility is to first of all play the audio from your file as you read through the transcribed text. You’ll be able to listen to what it was you actually said and compare directly with the text on the screen in Textedit. You’ll probably still want to do an edit, where you do a read through of your text out loud. This is when you will be organising your words and making the piece flow better for when it’s read by somebody else. It’s not going to be perfect directly as it comes from your mouth unless it’s a short document. Editing has to be done.


Dictation on the Mac


As already mentioned, it’s possible to use Siri dictation on the Mac. This is a good place to start if you want to experiment with the possibilities of speech to text conversion. It’s not the same as using dedicated software like DragonDictate. With DragonDictate you get more tools to use and a better vocabulary to work from. DragonDictate also learns from your speech patterns and is much more accurate overall. It’s necessary to train your Dragon when you first start using the software. One way to do this is to read the texts provided in DragonDictate. However, there is a school of thought which says you should instead train your Dragon by reading your own writings into the software. This way you’re getting the dictation software to learn the words you use personally, as well as how to recognise your way of pronouncing things. The pieces of text you can use from within the software are only fairly short. You do get the option to make corrections as you are training your Dragon. This could be enough to get you going and the Dragon can do the rest of the training on the job as it were.
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Correct Text as You Go


Another thing DragonDictate can do is to let you correct text as you go. Tell the dictation software to select a word or set of words and then say the words again or change the words to what you really wanted to say. With Siri dictation you can use the punctuation commands while you are dictating, but with DragonDictate you get a wider range of commands. The DragonDictate software is fairly expensive and if you don’t do much writing it’s probably not worth you getting it. If you write every day or if you have problems with repetitive strain injuries then DragonDictate is well worth the money. For start off, you’ll find you can write about three or four times faster than if you’re using the keyboard and typing with your fingers. 


Commanding other applications with your voice


Another good point in favour of the DragonDictate software is using it to control other applications on your Mac. I quite often use DragonDictate within the application Messages. I will use DragonDictate to first of all open the Messages application. I will dictate the message I want to send and finish off by using the command ‘Send Message’. I also use DragonDictate extensively with Day One. I use it to input entries into my journal every day of the week. I have also set this up to have commands specific to the Day One application. I use my voice to command Day One to start a new journal entry and I can also tell it to open up the tagging window. It does make things much faster for creating journal entries. Dictation is a fantastic way to record my life in the best digital journal app. You can also use these specialised DragonDictate commands in applications such as Mail or even in Word. If you are a writer you don’t want to be using Microsoft Word, you should be using Ulysses or Scrivener. Word is for office workers and not for us creative types.
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Recommendations for Using Dictation


Until you get used to using dictation it will seem quite strange. It isn’t really something you can do in office for with other people either. Dictation is great when you are working by yourself in a quiet place. Using dictation is also marvellous if you are able to dictate as you are walking. I will sometimes do dictation while I’m out walking the dog. If you want to have a more relaxed seating position and workspace then why not relax on the sofa and dictate into your iPhone or iPad. If you use a laptop computer you can also use the full-blown, best in class, DragonDictate while sitting with your feet up in an armchair. You don’t have to worry about getting into a specific seated position where you can attack a keyboard with your fingers. Dictation is a must if you suffer from repetitive strain injury. Being able to say goodbye to the pain is a great motivator for taking up writing by dictation.
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Reasons To Use Plain Text Or Markdown


The good thing about using DragonDictate is that you can use it to dictate into whichever application you prefer to use. If you are a dyed in the wool Microsoft Word user then you can use DragonDictate for your writing. I recommend using an application that is based on plain text. This is because the proprietary formats for computer files change over time. Text files never change and will always be readable by whatever is the current flavour of word processor. In a Microsoft Word file there is all sorts of extra bits and pieces that is quite unnecessary for your writing. To test this you can create a document in an application like Byword and save it as a markdown file or a .txt file and then take the same text and put it into a Word document. The word documents will be much larger in terms of kilobytes than the plain text file.


If you use a application like Scrivener, Ulysses or Byword do your writing in the plain-text format of Markdown. All these applications have export formats for you to send them wherever they need to go to. Export out to Microsoft Word format, PDF, HTML for webpages, EPUB and also to Kindle format files. Markdown is incredibly simple to use and another advantage of that is that it makes you concentrate on your words and your writing. None of that messing around with formatting and playing with fonts. That sort of behaviour is more suitable for the people easily distracted from what they are supposed to be doing. The final result will look great when the file is converted by the app. This eBook was written in Ulysses and exported to html first of all to put in a blog post. I then added to it before sending to the ePub file format.


Take the time to get used to a new way of working


Remember it does take time to get used to new ways of working. You’ll need to get used to speaking clearly and using punctuation as you say your sentences. If you can get past the early stages then I feel sure you’re going to be a happy writer creating many thousands of words. It doesn’t have to take more than a couple of days or at most a week or so before you are an expert at using DragonDictate. There are versions for Windows and also for the Mac and lately Nuance Communications have come up with Dragon Anywhere. Dragon Anywhere is a subscription service which is supposed to give you the same level of quality of dictation as you would get with the desktop software. I haven’t been able to try that yet as at present it’s only available in North America. So I urge you to go forth and get all futuristic with your writing and take up dictation. Try it out on your iOS devices and also compare the built-in dictation on the Mac. If you’re serious though, you will go for the industry-standard product of Dragon dictate.


Statistics for the Dictation


This document has been dictated into Ulysses text editor on my Mac. I did it in word sprints, the first one for just 10 minutes, followed by four separate 15 minute sprints. Then the last section starting from Recommendations For Using Dictation I added without setting a timer. Probably just another 10 minutes of writing. My average words per hour is nearly 2600 words.
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The application I used to record the number of words for the writing sprints is called 5000 words per hour or 5KWPH. It was made by a bloke called Chris Fox who is an author and a coder. As I write this he’s in the process of completing a 21 day novel writing challenge. He’s writing around about 5000 words per day and has finished the first draft of the book in 12 days. The other 9 days is for rewriting the draft and turning it into something suitable for publishing. In order to write at that speed there has to be preparation done beforehand. He was writing into Scrivener and had an outline ready and waiting for his words to make the story. As he wrote, changes were made to the outline. Placeholders for new chapters were added either later in the outline or within the part already written. He was able to set a target number of words in the word accounting software. This allowed him to see how he was doing as it was going and how many more hours it would take to finish the job. Find out more at the 21 Day Novel Writing Challenge. I just asked him about if he uses dictation and he told me he has done the challenge using the keyboard. I was shocked! He is trying out dictation but I’m not sure if he will get much faster. He will at least avoid the RSI (Repetitive Strain Injury).


	

	
	More about Dictation


Dictation and Transcription Options for iOS.


I find typing to be incredibly slow compared with dictation. It's not that I am a slow typist, it's just that dictation really is much faster. If you have good software like the Nuance Dragon dictation software you'll be able to easily write thousands of words per day. The big benefit is that at the end of the day you won't have sore wrists due to bashing the keys on your keyboard. It does take a little bit of getting used to, to talk to the computer instead of using a keyboard. You'll find there is a transition period where the software has to become used to your voice and for you to become used to speaking instead of typing. I have noticed in a Facebook DragonDictate group that some people find it difficult to get past this introductory phase of becoming a dictator. It seems that many people are still thinking about how the text looks on the screen. Why on earth do you need to worry about whether there are indents at the beginning of your paragraphs? Why do you need to worry about the size of the text on the screen? Surely you’ll have set up your software to have a readable text size in the software preferences. If you look past the little niggles that can happen as you learn to use speech to text software you'll find dictation has many advantages. You'll then be wondering how you can continue using dictation on your mobile devices. You'll be pleased to know there are a number of options allowing you to dictate your words on your iPhone or iPad.


Speech to text options on iOS



		Use the built-in Siri dictation.

		Use the free Nuance DragonDictate software.

		Use audio software to record your voice and then use transcription services in Dragon on your Mac or PC.

		Using the application called 'Just Press Record' which has transcription contained within.

		Pay for the Nuance Dragon Anywhere monthly service. This will connect up with your dragon dictation software on your desktop computer.




Using the built-in Siri dictation in iOS.


I am always using this system level speech to text facility in iOS. Whether I'm writing emails, sending text messages to my wife or to my extended family, or writing a longer piece using the Ulysses application I will nearly always use Siri dictation. I find it works better when you have a faster Internet connection. Not only does the converted text come back to you faster, but it seems to be more accurate as well. I have had sessions where I've written between 700 and a thousand words in just a few minutes using Siri dictation.


The best way to do it is to speak two or three sentences and then check the converted text. If there are small mistakes that don't change the meaning of what was said I may or may not fix the mistakes. I fully expect to do an editing of the text before I actually use it. When writing a longer piece it's better to keep in the flow of the ideas coming of what you want to say. Creativity will be stifled if you have to stop and start continually. If there is a word or two that are completely wrong and change the meaning of sentence I will make changes. This is to help me remember exactly what I wanted to say. With iOS it's quite easy to select a word, get rid of it and and put in the correct word. I do have to remember I don't have all of the Dragon dictation facilities with Siri dictation. I sometimes forget and try telling the Siri dictation to scratch a word. Overall, the Siri dictation works incredibly well and the small annoyances don't get in my way of writing using dictation on iOS.


Using Nuance dictation software for iOS


Once again I'm doing some testing of using this software from Nuance. Is not up-to-date and there is a message to say it should be receiving attention from the developers. When you press the button to start recording you get a visual on the screen to show it's recording, but you don't get to see the words arriving on the screen as you do with Siri dictation.
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When you finish doing your recording you’re presented with a screen. This shows all of the words which have been converted into editable text. This first screen lets you delete words singularly . Tap on the word and then you'll get a pop down or pop-up which will delete that word. It is also possible to go into the editing mode by bringing up the keyboard. When you're editing the words in this way you'll be doing it in the same way as if you were editing words after a Siri dictation. One of the good things about using this application is that you can talk for longer. It will still time out and you have to make sure you're looking at the screen to see what is going on. If you have your eyes closed, as I sometimes do when dictating, the software might stop listening. You'll then have the pleasure of talking to yourself. They do say that talking to yourself is the first sign of madness.


The previous two paragraphs were dictated using the Nuance iOS application. It seems that the application is being abandoned by Nuance because they want you to pay for the monthly subscription service. I don't think there's much advantage in using this software rather than using Siri dictation. It isn't any more accurate or efficient than using the built-in Siri facilities of iOS.


Recording your voice and using transcription


Some people prefer to use transcription and some people prefer seeing the words come up on the screen as they are being spoken. I prefer dictating directly into whichever software. There are times when transcription is going to be a better option. This could be if you’re driving, walking or running or in any other situation when you're unable view the screen as you talk.


The Importance of a Good Microphone


You’ll need to arrange a good setup for your microphone. The placement of the microphone will also make a difference in the quality of the dictation. If you have the microphone set close to your face (the sound source) you can still get good dictation even if the environment is not totally quiet. Basically what you want is a good signal to noise ratio. If the recording signal, your voice is clear compared to any background noise then you’ll still likely to have successful transcription sessions. I have tried a number of Bluetooth microphones and none of them were any good for me at all. These were the microphones at the cheaper end of the scale. There are Bluetooth microphones which probably will do a good job, but I didn't want to spend any more money on microphones. I already have a number of good quality wired microphones. It’s a good idea to have a microphone which is unidirectional so that it picks up less of the wider noise landscape. I find a clip-on microphone is a good idea. These microphones work best if you have a small windshield cover for them if you're outside and in a windy environment. It's best if you can clip them on in such a way as they are not rubbing against your clothes and also creating noise in that way. A good option is to use a headset microphone. When you have the microphone on a boom so it is positioned right in front of your mouth you just can’t go wrong. A headset microphone is also good for keeping the microphone at a single specified distance from your mouth. If you’re constantly changing the position of your microphone the overall efficiency of the dictation will be compromised. Having a good microphone is important whether you are dictating directly into software or if you’re going to go for transcription. The microphones available on the iPad and the iPhone are decent microphones, just make sure you hold your mouth close to it. The wired ear pods you get with Apple products can also work out fairly good.


Using 'Just Press Record ' For Transcription


One way to use this application is to just make recording of your voice and to bring it into the DragonDictate on your Mac. DragonDictate has excellent transcription facilities. If you're worried about the accuracy of the speech to text conversion you can also listen to the recording and compare it to the words produced by the software. If you have your microphone setup well and you are speaking clearly you will get good quality transcription of your voice. Good enough that you'll be able to understand what it was you said and be able to edit text ready to use. Don't think of editing the text as an extra step because of dictation. Whether you are typing or dictating text it needs to be edited before it is published.
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The application 'Just Press Record' is simplicity itself to use. After opening the application you are presented with a screen with a button. Press that button to start recording. You can record for as long as you like and just press the button again to finish off your recording. When you finish recording you have two options available. One option is to send the recorded audio to transcribe in DragonDictate on your Mac. The other option is to use the built-in transcription service of the application. In my tests the results are mixed. One recording I made was as good as using DragonDictate. In another recording I made, the results were nowhere near as good. If you're going to use this as a quick way to get your ideas out of your head and onto the digital page I would think it is a good option. The transcription is quick enough and is more or less real-time. Five minutes of audio could take about five minutes to be transcribed. Transcription in DragonDictate on the desktop computer will be faster.


After you have made your recording and done the transcription you can press the play button at the bottom of the screen. The audio will play and the transcribed text will scroll across the screen. You can see how well the transcription has worked right in the application. I was actually quite surprised at how well the application did with the transcription. The next thing to do is to make use of the transcription text. On the left-hand side of screen is a circle with three dots on it. Tap on this button to get access to four options. If the transcription is terrible you can tell it to remove the transcript. Otherwise you can share the transcript to other applications able to accept text. It's also possible to share the recording or delete it. If you want to share the recording you get the share menu. From there you can use AirDrop or use other applications to transfer the file to where you want it. I like using the application Transmit or the application Sync to send the file to my Mac. I can also use Dropbox or iTunes file sharing. Send it to another audio application such as Twisted Wave (my favourite iOS audio editor) to edit the audio. You might want to chop out sections, use filters to clean up the audio, or increase the volume of the audio before you send it to wherever you want to work with it.


Using Dragon Anywhere


I haven't been able to use this software because it's not yet available in Spain. It’s only available in the US and in the UK. I did try to download it and use a trial of the software using my UK iCloud account, but I had no success at all. There was no way around it. The $15 a month is too expensive for my needs. I would rather record the audio using either 'Just Press Record' or 'Twisted Wave' and use the DragonDictate on the Mac. I think I've paid enough for the software already. The advantages of using Dragon Anywhere is that you can use the dictation profiles from your desktop software. If you’ve spent a lot of time training your Dragon to understand you this can be invaluable. The desktop software does learn to understand your accent and the words you use so it improves as you go. Accuracy with Dragon Anywhere should be better if you're using in conjunction with DragonDictate.


What are the best options or workflows for using dictation software on iOS


If you're just doing a little bit of text entry through dictation then the first port of call will be using Siri dictation (Probably with Drafts app). For a longer piece of work I would also continue using Siri dictation if my Internet connection was fast enough. The next in line would be to use the free Dragon Dictation application as I find it works quite well for me and my voice. Transcription is worth considering for those times when you can't view the screen while talking to your mobile computer. There are some people who would still go for transcription first before using the options that I prefer to have at the front of the queue. There are a number of variables such as the microphone, environment, whether it is noisy or quiet, Internet connection and whether you intend to write a lot of words or not. Whichever way you go about it there will be a dictation option that's going to work. There's not going to be too many occasions where you'll have to drop down to the slower way of working, either typing on the glass screen of the mobile device or using an external keyboard.


One More Option - Dictate into Drafts


I really love using the application Drafts for collecting short notes. There is now an extra button on the Drafts extra keyboard toolbar. It has a picture of an old-fashioned microphone on it. Press the button and you go to a new screen dedicated to dictation. You get a slightly longer time to speak to the application to have your speech converted into editable text. When you’ve finished dictating tap on the Insert Button. The converted text will go into a new draft document where you can do further editing. Drafts is a fabulous application due to the inbuilt automation options. If you go to the button in the top right-hand corner you’ll get access to automations for sending your text to wherever you want it to go to. Drafts is also an excellent application for markdown editing. In the extra toolbar on the keyboard you get quick access to markdown syntax.
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Subscribe to Good and Geeky


Subscribe to the Good and Geeky newsletter. I’ll send you the occasional newsletter when there are new Good and Geeky books available. Every now and then I produce books which are specifically to help you learn something new like how to encrypt your email. If the book is going to be for sale on Amazon and the Apple iBook store members of the Good and Geeky group will get a version of the book for free before it hits the store. There will also be notices of discounts available whenever the book is launched. Sign up now and I’ll send you the Good and Geeky Writers Workflow book for free.


	
OPS/navigation.xhtml

		
			
						
					More about Dictation
					
								
							Dictation and Transcription Options for iOS.
						


								
							Speech to text options on iOS
						


								
							Using the built-in Siri dictation in iOS.
						


								
							Using Nuance dictation software for iOS
						


								
							Recording your voice and using transcription
						


								
							The Importance of a Good Microphone
						


								
							Using 'Just Press Record ' For Transcription
						


								
							Using Dragon Anywhere
						


								
							What are the best options or workflows for using dictation software on iOS
						


								
							One More Option - Dictate into Drafts
						


								
							Subscribe to Good and Geeky
						


					


				


			


		
	

OPS/images/DraggedImage-4.png
e

Tap to-record

Tan anain tn'nanca
oria2016-03-04_13_...  3:28 (|

Recordings

Back Document 3
00"
| - Curser
55 10






OPS/images/DraggedImage-6.png
What can | say?
‘Open <app name>" to launch an application
‘Capitalize <word>" to capitalize
‘Caps On for Title Case
‘Scrateh Tnat" to delete the last utterance
‘Select <word or phrase>" to edit
‘Correct <word or phrase>" to correct
'Go to Sleep" to pause the microphone






OPS/images/Dictation-Speech-1.png
L) <

<] > Dictation & Speech Q search
Dictation _ Text to Speech
System Voice: | Kate B
Speaking Rate: v Play
Sow | Nemal s
" Announce when alerts are displayed Set Alert Options...
/| Speak selected text when the key s pressed
Current key: Option+Esc Change Key.
To have clock announce the time: Open Date & Time Preferences.
To change VoiceOver settings: Open Acc:

Preferences.






OPS/images/Drafts.jpg
= L

Another way to add text to your
documents is to use Drafts. Drafts‘ isa
really good application with excellent

Another way to add text to your
documents is to use draft. Draft s a really
good application with excellent facilities

facilities for using dictation. It works for using dictation. It works better than
better than using the standard Siri using the standard Siri integration.
integration.

Speak into the mic

Step One o
Press This Button Tap on Insert when finished.

The dictation period

will last a bit longer
than standard Siri

Cancel 1 Insert






OPS/images/DraggedImage-9.png
Profile Graphs

Words Per Hour: 2574

Lifetime Words: 3004

Recent Achievements:
T o e

Recent Sprints:

Mar 04, 2016 05:43 pm 614 words
Mar 04, 2016 05:24 pm 538 words
Mar 04, 2016 05:07 pm 733 words
Mar 04, 2016 04:39 pm 660 words
Mar 04, 2016 04:26 pm 459 words

Sprints Projects Settings





OPS/images/DragonDictation.jpg
works

Once again I'm doing some
testing of using this software
from Nuance. Is not up-to-
date and there is a message
to say it should be receiving
attention from the makers.
When you press the button
to start recording you get a
visual on the screen to see
it's recording but you don't

get words arriving
ont as you do with
Sl ldictation.

When you finish doing your
recording your presented
with a screen. This shows

gwertyuiop

asdfghjkl

& zxcvbnma@a

2 ® 0 e |reum





OPS/images/DraggedImage-7.png
## Dictating into Ulysses with DragonDictate

There
Say - Correct There (o) S e
Dragon Dictate gives you ch&iggs™ = "
Say Choose

4. Theyre
5. THERE

followed by the number What canToov?

*Cancel Correction” to cancel

Other Options D| o e

Commands






OPS/images/Dictation-&-Speech.png
Dictation _Text to Speech

Use Dictation wherever you can type text. To start dictating,
use the shortcut or select Start Dictation from the Edit menu.

Dictation: (+)0n () Off

| Use Enhanced Dictation
Allows offiine use and continuous dictation
with ive feedback.

Samson C03U v

Language: |_English (United Kingdom) B

Shortcut: | Press Fn (Function) Key Twice &

About Dictation and Privacy





OPS/images/DraggedImage-3.png
Recording...

R

m just giving this a test
1 out if its any good.
pefully it works better
In using Siri dictation. |
n't suppose it's going t¢
mpare very well agains
ng DragonDictate on ti
Ic but Iets see how go(

o

m just giving this a tes
1 out if its any good.
pefully it works better
in using Siri dictation. |
1't suppose it's going t

quite good.

ave just received a
ssage from George a






OPS/images/DraggedImage-1.png





OPS/images/DraggedImage.png
o0 <

<] ] Dictation & Speech Q search
Dictation _ Text to Speech
System Voice: | Kate B
Speaking Rate: v Play
Sow | Nema s
" Announce when alerts are displayed Set Alert Options...
/| Speak selected text when the key s pressed
Current key: Option+Esc Change Key.
To have clock announce the time: Open Date & Time Preferences.
To change VoiceOver settings: Open Acc

Preferences.






OPS/images/Just-Press-Record.jpg
Share Recording

‘Share Transcript

Remove Transcript

10-28-03

2o

o120

wronzs

6107

60520

60527

20160513





OPS/images/DraggedImage-5.png
[]

Audio recorded in Dragon

Name

[ Desktop
Recorger ors.os.o is.os.07ua

53 Instagrams

53 Pictures » [0 iTunes

(=] LICK ] " Nymeria 2016-03-04.13.09_07 1.rtf

B Lt reeies 5 e Sz | a5 ¢ @ 10 ¢
F > > > > > > > > > > b b

=i PR R & R S TR

£ 7a s s the Dragon recorder appication

©) 1 ik tis s going o work qute wel for Going ranserpton 10 s9nd 10t Mac. AL the Go to Dictation Modk
walking around the room and testng it ut o See how well i gets my words in outof 1y
# Al The microphone I'm using is the headset microphone that comes with the iPhone and |
pretty good test of this system. Later | wil go for awak and | wiluse the clp-on microf
[5) I ihe giant squid microphone tht | ke 1 usé because i 1 of very high qualty for record | \ymeria
= g e neresina o5 how 3 wor o th Dragorita appicaion oy aca e
X does a good [ 1 could ust o
dooe a.good) Nymeria with Giant Sauig

" CONVERTED TEXT...... s s

o o 10 Wt about 1 a sen o & chaptr,Then T have soms promps 1ot §
ok o o make s | Gt mise ryining 1 scoms ha 1 Gor o e s o el
e wha 1 Gaig 10 end up wih s e iaiaking Gobbedyoak and 1020 of b
Some paopl who wou say hat | ey Troy e pabatly nov 00§
e i o noiing ihars going 1 be o100 (oo b e dragon gt
e 1058 an hroa minies amount o sakingand s G
have ke, spoken ntothe Mictophons curng hat pero. ve ustfound ou ha 19 Srovas s
o .30 iop an they sta wih it applcation on y IPhone. | ress he butd
ey S0t f oap an now Im oingSame cxta Geordng an aking e amourt o1 it
R i il v o v ok 15 1o heck ot wnatro o opons et Y1t do ¢ Dropped
When | got this finished ongoing to uploaded to the Mac and see what it comes up Witk Click the Tr

matring

omgemio NG

Browse button
Click the gear icon to change default settings.

Click Manage Profiles & Audio Sources to
2dd more voices

Click Go to Dictation Mode to dictate

Transcription Audio Sources

Audio Sources






OPS/images/DraggedImage-8.png
5 o o

e e e kg et s
aronce o umn g FULLST0F

3 TRAINING THE DRAGON
Using the texts supplied....






OPS/cover.jpg
Good and Geeky
Dictation

Fastest
Way to ¥






OPS/images/IMG_3438.jpeg
+ B O

R R R S R R N S RN R N A I

correct wo

Selectawordifitis _ p . . o @
incorrect to replace witha ~ -
differnt word

giwlelrftliylujijolp
- Start Siri Dictation— ——

als|d]f h j k |

C VvV.bnm &

123 & ¢ space return





OPS/images/DraggedImage-2.png
é

DRAGON





OPS/images/speech-to-text-software.jpg





