
iPad drawing and painting 
applications

I have quite a few drawing and painting art applications on my iPad. There is Art 
Studio, ArtRage, Procreate, Artistic Studio, PS Express and Sketchbook Pro and 
these I have for working with bitmaps like photos and drawings. I also have vector 
type of drawing applications such as iDraw and then I have Ink Artist and I haven’t 
quite yet worked out exactly how that fits in. The application that I have tended to 
go to when I wanted to do something artistic with drawing or painting with my 
iPad has been either Procreate or ArtStudio. On account of the fact that I really like 
using the application Pixelmator on my Mac I was delighted to see a version for 
iPad become available. The Pixelmator for iPad application was demonstrated at 
the Apple event when they showed us the iPad Air 2. This application has some 

pretty good tricks up its sleeve and without a doubt I had to get my hands on it 
and see what I could do with it. I have been doing some comparisons between 
Procreate and Pixelmator for iPad and I think that the Procreate application still 
has the edge. For now at least!

Art Rage on the iPad

http://nostylus.com/angry-art-with-artrage-the-ipad-painting-application/
http://nostylus.com/using-the-application-ink-artist-for-ipad/
http://nostylus.com/pixelmator-for-ipad-first-impressions/


iPad drawing and painting application Procreate
For me I think that the best part of the application is the fact that you get so many 
brushes to paint with. Not only that, but these brushes are highly configurable 
and you can easily create your own. I like the fact that this application will work 
with my Wacom creative Bluetooth stylus. When using a tool like this with the iPad 
and having over 2000 levels of pressure so that you can more easily simulate 
drawing with an actual brush or pen. It is almost as good as using something like 
the Cintiq drawing tablets which are much more expensive to buy.

The brushes that you have can also be 
used when you are using the smudge 
tool and the eraser tool. This makes it 
very easy to get the effect that you are 
looking for whether you are putting 
the colour in there, squidging it 
around or taking the colour out of 
your drawing. You do of course get 
layers within this application and I’m 
finding that it is the best way to make 
selections of your drawings. I do think 
that the selecting tools could be better 

and I would hope that will come soon in a future version.

Colour palettes in Procreate
You can use palettes to keep a selection of colours ready for using for your 
drawing and with the colour wheel it is extremely easy to choose your colours. It 
is possible to add colours that you have chosen from the colour wheel and put 
them into palettes that you have available. If you tap and hold down on your 
screen you get the colour eye dropper picker that lets you take a colour from your 
drawing. Handy to be able to do that as it is quite likely that you will have created 
colours by mixing them on your screen as you were drawing.

Create drawings or work with photos
With Procreate you can do both 
drawing and painting and also 
work with photos. With the 
photos you are more likely to be 
using the small range of filters 
available. You will find that there 
are other iPad effects 
applications, that give you more 
choices, if you want to totally 
change the look of your photo. 
With Pixelmator for iPad you get 
more effects and filters. You get 



the basic ones for blur and sharpen, but you also get filters which will make your 
image crazy such as with pinch or kaleidoscope. So if you’re choosing between 
Procreate and Pixelmator for iPad for working with photos then the better choice 
is to use Pixelmator. For someone like me that likes to do both drawing and also 
work with photos it is a good idea to have both of these iPad art applications 
available for use.

Repairing images
There is an amazing feature with Pixelmator for iPad which allows you to repair 
images. It is not simply just to remove a spot from somebody’s face, it is possible 
to completely remove a whole person. It works so well and is work so quickly on 
the iPad Air 2 that you will not fail to be amazed. This sort of facility has 
previously only been available on desktop bitmap editing applications.

Getting sketchy with it - Tayasui
I have a lot of different sketching and drawing apps for my iPad. My favourite 
would be Procreate, I really like Art Studio and Pixelmator for iPad. I have another 
more recent favourite and that would be Sketchbook which is made by Autodesk 
who are famous for making the CAD programs. However it is always nice to have a 
look at other sketching applications and so I’ve looked at Tayasui which featured 
in this video by Apple. I quite often find that some of these sketching applications 
that are given special attention by the App Store editors are quite simple and 
don’t have the facilities of the apps that are already my favourites. I expect this is 
because these people making the choices are not artists and only really need the 
bare minimum to suit their level of artistic expertise.

Tayasui is a free application with in 
app purchases and would be on a 
similar level to the application 
called Paper by Fifty Three. You 
can only have four layers of 
drawing even after the purchasing 
of the extras and this is certainly 
not enough. Within the extra tools 
I’m impressed that there is a 
brushes editor seeing as with 
Pixelmator for iPad you don’t get 
this sort of functionality. The 
application does support pressure 
sensitive stylus usage, but this is 
only in the paid version and also 
only on the iPad. I notice that it is 

possible to try out the ProTools, free for one hour That would be probably long 
enough to you to decide whether you want to upgrade or not.

http://nostylus.com/evaluating-drawing-and-art-applications-for-ios/
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CAD on iPad with AutoCAD 360
CAD applications have traditionally been quite expensive on desktop computers 
due to them being quite specialised. We now have an application to do Computer 
Aided Design on the iPad with AutoCAD 360. Once again this is from the 
Autodesk company that is known for creating this sort of application. You can get 

this app for free, but then to get the full 
functionality you need to buy a subscription. If 
you are a professional using this type of 
application on a daily basis maybe you would be 
inclined to lash out the hundred dollars annual 
subscription for the Pro Plus version. I suppose if 
you were working on a single project, that a 
month’s subscription of five dollars might be all 
that you would need. According to the reviews on 
iTunes many are finding that the free version is 
insufficient for most things and one person 
suggested that she would be better off using 
Paint on Windows 95. I will have a look at this 
and make a longer review on NoStylus at some 

point in time.

Splashing digital paint on the 
iPad
It is time to get creative with your iPad and punish some pixels with Pixelmator. 
Super app for editing photos and it also has some drawing and painting tools so 
you can create digital art. In the first Pixelmator for iPad tutorial we looked at 
using templates and the selection tools. I this one I take a look at using the 
brushes and the layers. Part of the brushes section is the eraser tool. You have to 
be able to take colour out of your drawing as well as put it in there. The brushes 
have rudimentary controls of size and opacity. I would like to see more 
customisation in future versions and the ability to create my own brushes or 
presets.

Depending on the eraser you choose you get more or less control over how it 
works on you canvas. Some of the erasers won't give you a soft edge even if you 
set it as soft as it will go. Try a few out to see which work for you.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/autocad-360/id393149734?mt=8&v0=www-us-ipad-change-itms-autocad
http://youtu.be/yNb88IjLMIQ


The iPad for creating digital art
Getting creative today with an iPad is great fun because there are so many choices 
that you can make. Find out more about how I use the iPad at NoStylus. I have a 
huge variety of drawing and painting applications that I can use to create pictures 
of one sort or another. A lot of these applications I can also use with photographs. 
I can take these photographs and turn them into something completely artistic. Or 
The iPad and creating digital artI can use various effects and filters to merely 
enhance the photo just to get the best of the image has taken by the camera. 
When it comes down to it, being creative is all about having the choices in front of 
you and deciding which way you go on your route to your creative goal. For some 
people the journey towards the end of this creative process is more important 
than what is created.

iPad drawing and painting apps
Over the last couple of days I have been testing out a couple of applications for 
using with drawings and cartoons. You can create a line drawing quite easily in 
Procreate or in Pixelmator for iPad. You can start off with a pencil and do the 
inking of the line with a different tool in the app. The next thing after that will be 
to put some colour into the drawing. With the tests that I have been doing I have 
found that the Procreate application is the better of the two. Procreate has this 
thing where you can use the ink layer as a reference layer. This reference layer 
says where the colour fill has to go to for your drawing. Using this it is simplicity 
to add flat colours into a space where you want to fill. When you have the flat 
colour in there you can then add some shading to it afterwards. You can also use 
the selection tools so that you can make sure that your brush colour doesn't leak 
over into areas that are next to where you are painting.

Punishing Pixels with your iPad
Being able to move around, dissect and torture 
pixels any time you want on an iPad due to the 
portability of the tablet device is marvellous. Even 
if I don't have my Wacom Intuos Creative Stylus 2 
for Apple iPad� with me I can use my fingers to be 
the drawing tools for pushing pixels to wherever 
I want them. Changing from one type of brush to 
another is easy in the extreme. Sometimes I wish 
I was able to change colour really quickly also. I 

have my iPad set with Procreate app that the control for the size and opacity of a 
brush is on the left-hand side and I can use my left hand to make changes to that 
rapidly. That leaves my right hand for doing the actual drawing. I love the way that 
I can zoom really close into a drawing and get very detailed. A great little trick 
with Procreate is to do a quick pinch in gesture and it zooms out to fill the screen 
with your drawing. This makes moving around the image really easy and 
incredibly useful.

http://nostylus.com/getting-creative-with-ipad-drawing-and-painting-applications/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B00NCR5922/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=B00NCR5922&linkCode=as2&tag=spondicious-21&linkId=MAOWHIFDZNEFIL2D


Pixelmator for iPad - First 
Impressions
Loving the iPad Air 2 For Creativity
I have been very busy to set up lots of 
different applications on my new iPad and one 
of these is the new Pixelmator for iPad app. 
My first try at using it yesterday didn’t go 
quite so well as I thought it would. I was 
trying to open files that I had created on my 
Mac and I think that the problem was due to 
needing to wait for some synchronisation. I’m 
not known for my ability to be patient. This 
morning I am trying the application again and 
I managed to get into one of these files. It is a 
picture of a pizza that I did some work with in 
Topaz Impression. One of the things that 
was shown during the Apple event to 
announce the iPad Air 2 was how easy it was 
to delete an object from a picture intelligently using the retouch tool. So I gave 
this a try, I removed one of the tomatoes from pizza and I have to say that it is 
impressive indeed. It worked very quickly and afterward the edit you cannot tell 
where the edit was made. The picture still looks spot on. I have given a quick try 
to the painting tools and they worked very well. I can also use my Intuos Creative 
Stylus 2 for Apple iPad � which is excellent news.

Adding effects to your photos
I can add effects to my images and there is a whole host of effects to choose 
from. You can start with the standard effects that will do things like blur, sharpen, 
noise, hue and saturation as well is more interesting things. You can completely 
destroy or make your pictures interesting with filters such as Bump, Pinch or 
Kaleidoscope. I like the way that these controls work within Pixelmator for iPad. So 
if for example you are using the Bump effect you get a spot on the end of a dotted 
wobbly line. It looks kind of like a soap on a rope. The spot is where you want to 
place the centre of the effect and then there is another spot connected to that 
main one which allows you to say how far the effect extends. Once you have 
everything set up the way that you want with your effect, you click on done and 
hey presto the job is done.

https://goodandgeeky.com/rfmz
http://www.topazlabs.com/impression
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B00NCR5922/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=B00NCR5922&linkCode=as2&tag=spondicious-21&linkId=7GUIXZTPL42MSHZL


Completely intuitive to use
One of the best things about this Pixelmator for iPad application is that you don’t 
really need much help in working out how to use any of the tools and effects. All 
you need to do is to jump in there and play. If you don’t like what you have done, 
you always have the undo button to take you back a step. If you do need any help 
at all to work out how to do things there is a question or icon in the top right-
hand corner. A quick tip matter and you see a whole load of tips appear on screen 
pointing to what each of the available buttons do.
Pixelmator for the iPad Artist
Using your fingers to do resize of your objects is as easy as you would expect it to 
be. If you do any sort of artwork whether that be creating digital drawings and 
paintings or working with your photographs then I have to say that this is a must 
have application for the iPad. There is a possibility I could be using this in 
preference to my previous favourite, Procreate. Without a doubt I am going to be 
creating some art on my iPad to post to my social network accounts.

Pinch to manipulate the picture in Pixelmator for iPad
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